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ADVISING  FIRST 

ñPATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE 
HAVE A MAGICAL EFFECT BEFORE 
WHICH DIFFICULTIES DISAPPEAR AND 
OBSTACLES VANISH.ò 

~ John Quincy Adams 

ñI NEVER FAILED ONCE. DISCOVER-

ING THE LIGHT BULB JUST HAPPENED 
TO BE A 2000 STEP PROCESS.ò 

 ~ Thomas Alva Edison 
 

ñWHAT COUNTS IS NOT NECESSARILY 
THE SIZE OF THE DOG IN THE FIGHT-
IT'S THE SIZE OF THE FIGHT IN THE 
DOG.ò 

  ~ Dwight David Eisenhower  

THOUGHTS  ON  PERSEVERANCE 
Life is very unpredictable..  There are times 
with smooth sailing but there are also times 
when unexpected storms appear.  Here in 
Florida things can be fine one day and the 
next day communities are completely devas-
tated by hurricanes. People can be living the 
dream and then suddenly be told they have a 
serious illness.  Yes life is unpredictable.  It 
can knock you down, cause bumps or create 
detours.   How we persevere through these 
difficulties defines our success in life. 

In this newsletter you will hear about the de-
tours, bumps and storms of three amazing 
men.  FSU Police Chief, David Perry, will 
share stories about the detours in his life but 
how he remained steady on his path.  FSU 
students James Arinaitwe and Joe Riopel 
have been tested in their young lives but are 
more determined than ever to make their 
dreams reality.  Hopefully these stories will 
inspire you to remain true to your course de-
spite storms, detours, and bumps. 

Douglas K. Waddell, Sr., Director of Advising First  
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In this issue of the Advising Connection, our 
focus is Perseverance. Perseverance can be 
defined as a never ending determination to 
finish.  
In your collegiate experience, how have you 
persevered?  Whatever obstacles that you 
have conquered, know that it has not been in 
vain.  You are an unconquered Seminole! 
 
Now take a few minutes to digest the inter-
view with our nationally recognized Chief of 
Police David L. Perry. I am sure he will in-
spire you to keep running your race to 
graduation.  
 
P.S. Donôt forget to check out our website: 
http://www.fsu.edu/undergrad/
AdvisingFirst/  
 
There you can call, email 
or visit your advisor at any of our locations 
based all across campus. 

http://advisingfirst.fsu.edu/
http://advisingfirst.fsu.edu/
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CCHIEFHIEF  DDAVIDAVID   L. PL. PERRYERRY, ,   
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY POLICE DEPARTMENT  
  
What would you say is the first Detour in your 
career plan and how did you rebound from it?  
 

After graduating from Albany State with a degree 
in Criminal Justice, I was recruited to become part 
of the Tallahassee Police Department.  In the 
interim of the hiring process, I was issued a 
citation for ñfollowing too closeò in a minor traffic 
accident.  However Tallahassee Police 
Department at the time had a policy in place that 
prohibited anyone with a recent citation from 
continuing in the hiring process. (DETOUR) 
 

With that being said, I had to follow the change of 
path and begin my law enforcement career in 
Albany, GA. (PERSERVERE) 
 

How well do you think you maximized your 
experience during your first year in Albanyôs 
law enforcement department?  
 

There were many challenges that I had to face 
during my time in Albany, GA. As a student 
athlete, I was well known in the community which 
presented many challenges. 
However due to my focus and 
commitment to law enforcement, I 
was promoted and transferred into 
the Drug Task Force within my first 
year in the department.  This was 
an ñEnlightening Experience.ò  I 
was involved in Federal Drug 
cases at age 22 and appeared in 
the television series Cops a couple 
of times.  (PERSERVERE) 

 

At what point in your developing 
career, did you realize that campus law 
enforcement may be a good fit for you and 
your family?  
 

Well, after gaining four years of experience 
working for the Drug Task Force in Albany, GA 
the University President of Albany State wanted to 
sit down with local law enforcement leaders in the 
community to discuss a strategy to establish a 
safer campus environment.  Iôm not sure how I 
ended up at the meeting with representatives from 
the FBI, Georgia Bureau of Investigations, local 
law enforcement leaders, but it must have been 
fate. During the meeting the President asked a 
very pointed question to the group, ñWhat can I do 

to change the atmosphere on campus?ò After an 
uncomfortable silence in the room I stated, ñYou 
need to make a statement ï show the campus 
community you are serious about safety.ò From 
there I guess the rest is history. After coordinating 

a successful operation that indeed 
captured the attention of the campus 
and community I was asked to fill their 
vacancy for Chief of Police. I accepted 
at the age of 26. (PERSERVERE) 
 

During a successful administration at 
ASU I still had hopes of working in 
Tallahassee.  There were two 
Assistant Chief Positions available at 
FSU, in which I applied for.  However, 
I received a letter from FSU thanking 
me for applying but letting me know 

t h a t  t h e y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  t h e i r 
candidates.  (DETOUR) 
 

What would you say was a career defining 
moment for you?  
While working at Albany State our department 
investigated and arrested four star football players 
a week before the big season opener. The 
athletes assaulted a student in the cafeteria for 
allegedly breaking line.  I worked to be sure they 
were charged appropriately. While I was not 
responsible for suspensions the players were not 
allowed to play in the season opener and of 
course we lost.  Since I was an athlete when I 
attended Albany State some felt I should have 
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Chief Perry addressing students and staff  

ñDONôT FOCUS ON THE 

DETOURS IN YOUR LIFE, 

FOLLOW THE PATH BUT 

REMAIN FOCUSED AS IT 

CHANGES COURSE.ò 

~ Chief Perry 


